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Abstract

The “Kagiyadefu” has been considered to be the basis for Ryukyuan classical dance. The purpose of
this research is to make analyses based on visual recordings (video, snapshot), summarize the
commonalities and differences with the form and find out the original form of the “Kagiyadefu” of the
early Showa-era. This has been carried out by gathering older visual recordings of the “Kagiyadefu” and
the procedures, moves, and special terms for the moves (terms used when expressing moves) of the dance
have been sorted and compared. The dance styles of the “Kagiyadefu” of both Shuryo Tokashiki and Seiju
Tamagusuku in the early Showa era were similar, and a slight variation has been observed in a part of
their moves. The dance postures of both were upright, the movement range of the upper limb from the
frontal plane to sagittal plane was wide, and from this, the “Kagiyadefu”of the early Showa-era can be

surmised to be a dance that was more relaxed and profound compared to that of today.
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