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The Achievements of G.V. Rosi as Seen Through Works Performed
at the Imperial Theater

Keiko KIYAMA (Gunma University)

Abstract

This article clarifies G.V. Rosi’s achievements and importance in the development of opera and dance in
Japan.

The Imperial Theater opened in Tokyo in March 1911. One year later, Italian ballet teacher Rosi arrived
in Japan with his wife and child. Known as a ballet master during his time with His Majesty’'s Theater of
London, Rosi began to teach classical ballet to members of the Imperial Theater. Soon after, he began to
move beyond teaching just dance, guiding theater members in song performance.

Rosi left the Imperial Theater in August 1916 to establish Royal Hall, but it closed after operating for
only a year and a half. Rosi fell into despair and left Japan in 1918,

Rosi managed productions from multiple fields during his time with the Imperial Theater, including
creative ballet, dance, opera, operetta, and pantomime. He presented mainly operetta at Royal Hall for the
period of its operation. Many actors who performed at Royal Hall became top stars and seeded the
prosperity of Asakusa Opera. During his time in Japan, Rosi taught Japanese professional classical ballet.
He did not perform classical ballet, but rather creative ballet and dance. In a short time, his work became
the touchstone of Western dance in Japan. Moreover, Baku Ishii and others who received training from
Rosi became the first generation of Western dancers in Japan, and Ishii went on to found Modern dance in
the country.

In summary, Rosi was critical to the promotion of opera and Western dance in Japan, primarily by
nurturing Japanese actors and catalyzing the establishment of Modern dance. Overall, Rosi had a major

influence on the history of opera and dance in Japan.
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