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The Characteristic of the “Butai-Odori”
performed at the “Owara Kaze no Bon Enbu-jo” stage
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Chizuru SUGIYAMA (Waseda University)

Abstract

The “Owara Kaze No Bon” festival is held in Yatsuo-cho, Toyama City, Toyama Prefecture, from
September 1 to 3. Many tourists visit the event. This paper is a report about the “Butai-Odori,” dances
performed at the “Owara Kaze no Bon Enbu-jo” stage. The dances are examined through analysis of
literature and recorded images, which revealed the following six points.
(1) Eligibility for participating in the dances has been relaxed in order to ensure the survival of the
dances bringing profit and a sufficient number of participants.
(2) Various innovations can be observed in the poses and configurations of the women’s dance, “Onna-
odori.”
(3) The men’s dance, “Otoko-odori,” features stop-motion, which requires a well-developed sense of
balance. Various innovations can be observed in the configurations of each town.
(4) Choreography of the “Hounen-odori” dance consists of three phrases, which are combined according
to the performance. Musical “Hayashi” phrases are used to fill up the time.
(6) The men and women'’s mixed dance, “Danjokongo-odori,” is based on “Onna-odori.” The beauty of
men and women dancing together, and innovations in configurations and performance were observed.
(6) “Danjokongo-odori” and stop-motion in “Otoko-odori” were created to accommodate the enlarged

venue.
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