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Free-style Dancing and Zomeki Rhythm in Tsudanoboni odori
— A Comparative Study to Awa odori—

Atsuko KOBAYASHI (Graduate School of Information and Communication at Meiji University)

Abstract

Tsudanoboni odori is a dance performed in the Tsuda district in Tokushima City by the Tsudanobont
odori preservation group. It consists of a ceremony for mourning the dead who were killed in wrecks at
sea and a free-style dancing. The free-style dancing is said to be an original form of Awa odori. This
report is to clarify nature of the “free-style” dancing of Tsudanoboni odori from a perspective of its zomek:
rhythm by comparing its shamisen (a Japanese classical 3-string instrument) music and foot steps. The
word zomeki expresses the characteristic 2-beat exhilarating rhythm, is shared by both of Tsudanoboni
odori and Awa odori, and is said to be embodied the most by shamisen music. The methodology involves
researching the literature and conducting field research by observing the participants. My philosophical
standpoint for social research is interpretivist. It has been found that there are several simple standard
foot steps in Tsudanoboni odori; however, dancers are not restricted to them, and can enjoy and freely
deviate from the 2-beat zomek: rhythm.
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