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From Toshi Komori (1887-1951) to Ko Fujii (1928-2008) and Toshiko Fujii (1937-) -
Succession of ballet transferred to Kageki-bu of the Tokyo Imperial Theater

Chizuru SUGIYAMA (Faculty of Sport Sciences, Waseda University)

Abstract

This research objectives are to examine Western-dance, which Miss Mix and G.V Rosi taught in Kageki-
bu in the Tokyo Imperial Theater, by looking at the example of Toshi Komori, the first student at that
Kageki-bu.

To begin, I considered the physical training methods used by Miss Mix for the material. Komori did not
learn ballet while he stayed in America and France, so bar-exercise in the classes of Toshi Komori Dance
Studio was based on the Cecchetti Method and used to build up bodies. The results are the following:

1. Miss Mix taught ballet in both Kageki-bu and Gigei-Gakko in the Tokyo Imperial Theater.

2. Ballet which was taught in the Tokyo Imperial Theater didn't take root, but it has been successfully

used as the training method for Japanese modern dance.

Key Words : Kageki-bu of the Tokyo Imperial Theater, ballet, Toshi Komori Dance Studio, Cecchetti Method, modern dance
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