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Transformation of “Awa Odori” to Uniform Group Dance

Atsuko KOBAYASHI (Doctoral Course of School of Information and Communication at Meiji University)

Abstract

Awa Odori is a type of Bon Dance that has been performed since the latter half of the Edo period in
Tokushima city, on the island of Shikoku. It has transformed since the implementation of the tourism
policy in the 1929, to become a significant specialty. This paper focuses on the process of transformation
from a free-style dance to uniform collective dance style whereby the majority of Awa Odori groups
include various scenes that are performed by making formations. To examine this transformation, the
present study investigated documentation and videos, observed participants, and conducted interviews. It
was found that the two styles of dance movements: male dance and female dance, emerged, and
uniformity was implemented in each style. In this paper, an example formation was evaluated which
garnered much attention for in-door performance in the 1980s. In an interview, the female dancer who
created the formation said that, as she was highly aware of the perfection levels involved in stage shows,
she was inspired by watching the formations of marching bands on television. These gave her the original
idea to divide the process of creating an objective formation into several phases: counting dancers’ steps

for timing, tuning the direction and distance of movement, and constructing a mid-phase formation.
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