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The Opposition between “Going” and “Returning” in Rytkytan Dance
From the Standpoint of Musical Analysis

Atsumi KANESHIRO (The Insitite of Ethnomusicology, Tokyo Collage of Music)

Abstract

The aim of this study is to propose a new framework for appreciation of Rytkytan dance rooted in musi-
cal analysis. The temporal order of Rytkytan dance is seen in terms of ‘going’ and ‘returning’, this binary
opposition then being conceived abstractly in terms of the contrast between tension and relaxation.

I begin by analysing Kajadifii-bushi, one of the most well-known items in the repertoire, on the assump-
tion that it reveals the basic structure of Rytkytan dance. I make a division into ‘going’ and ‘returning’ on
either side of ‘standing’, which I see as occurring at the break between phrases. These two motions are in
temporal equilibrium, coincide with line breaks in rytka song texts, and are almost congruent with musical
phrase structure.

In the case of women’s dances, ‘standing’ is ambiguous: the borderline between ‘going’ and ‘returning’ is
delayed and the dancer tends to face forward although the song text and the music have already entered
the ‘returning zone. Expression in the highly lyrical genre of women's dances 1s complex, with units of
movement tending to lag behind text and music. This delay can be seen as a form of artistic expression
that departs from the general principle, such a departure being an inevitable development in all art forms.
Examining the artistic reasons for this is likely to further illuminate the theory of performance and dance

expression.
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