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The Transition of daidogel in Japanese Society in the 75 Years After the War

Mayuko IKEYA (Meiji University Graduate School of Information and Communication)

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how the meaning of daidogei, a popular art form that has
existed since the Nara period, has changed in Japanese society from the postwar period to the present. I
divided the 75-year period from 1945 to 2020 into four periods: stagnant, revival, development and prosperity.
For each period, art forms recognized as daidogei in Japanese society were comprehensively analyzed in
terms of the laws and policies enforced and the characteristics and content of daidogei events held in Japan.

The results show that daidogei is changing from a “fluid art form” to a “planned art form” due to social
conditions. The planning method was also found to be changing from being part of an event to a large-scale
event for community revitalization, and then to a performance that requires a license granted on a 10- to
20-year basis.

In addition, the techniques performed in these events have shifted from oral presentations and selling of
goods that were popular in the Edo period to more Western-derived techniques, and the events have come
to incorporate European cultural and artistic ideas. Furthermore, daidogei has come to be appreciated in

situations other than entertainment, such as medical care and disaster recovery support.
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