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Report of Investigation on the Triple Lion Dance-Sanbiki Shishimai- in Kasturao Village

Tomoko ICHIYANAGI (Koriyvama Women's College)

Abstract

In Katsurao village, Fukushima Prefecture, the Triple Lion Dance is still performed by a ceremonial
group called Saiten-gumi. This article will analyze the dance performances of Taro Lion, Jiro Lion, and
Hanako (which continue to be staged after the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake) in order to reveal the
current structure of the Triple Lion Dance and consider its significance for the people in Katsurao village.

The current Triple Lion Dance is a condensed version of the traditional dance. Despite its abridged nature,
the modifications preserve the basic and minimum motions of the dance. Furthermore, the modification
provides some changes to the repetitive choreography of the traditional dance. In this way, the current
version of the Triple Lion Dance is a living representation of the way we can simultaneously preserve and

evolve traditions to fit changing times.
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