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Thoughts on avant-garde dance presented in Takaya Eguchi's dance study journal
“Gendar Buyo —Modern Dance”
Miwako TAKANO (Japan Women'’s College of Physical Education)

Abstract

This article used the dance study journal Genda: Buyo issued by Takaya Eguchi as the reference for
understanding his thoughts on avant-garde dance as presented in the journal. Eguchi thought that modern
dance was equipped from the beginning with an avant-garde attitude, and he paid respect to this attitude.
However, among avant-garde dance, dance accompanied by explicit sexual expressions, shocking dance, and
the characteristics of postmodern dance without structure were not acknowledged because he felt they
ignored the procedure of the dance creation; he thought of them as dance in which dance did not exist.
Even with avant-garde works, he thought the dance should be structured on a theme, should create a new
movement that was not dependent on style, and should be fully elaborated through repeated trial and error
with the works being practiced many times. While publishing opinions, discussions, and information on the
advantages and disadvantages of avant-garde dance in Gendai Buyo, Eguchi was determining the definition

of modern dance.
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