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Diverse Realities of the Situations of Corporate Groups Participating
in the Awa Odori and Factors Enabling Them:
A Comparison with the Mihara Yassa Odori

Mai NAKAMURA (Ochanomizu University Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences)

Abstract

The Awa Odori, nowadays spread throughout Japan, is a Bon Dance which originated in Tokushima
City. The Awa Odori festival in Tokushima City has recently experienced an element of confusion over its
operation, and it is definitely necessary now to grasp the current situation of its bearers in order to ensure
its stable operation.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the details of the actual activities of the corporate groups partici-
pating in the Awa Odori and to show their characteristics by comparing them with the corporate teams
participating in the Mihara Yassa Odori. Questionnaire surveys were conducted to examine the overall
trend of corporate groups/teams in terms of the composition of their participants, the amount of practice,
and their consciousness toward practice, and then supplementary interviews were conducted for individual
cases. Responses were obtained from 54 corporate groups of the Awa Odori (with a response rate of 69.2%)
and 14 corporate teams of the Mihara Yassa Odori (with a response rate of 59.1%).

The results revealed that the corporate groups participating in the Awa Odori were characterized by
a wide range of participants, both within and from outside of the company and the region, and by diversity
in the degree of commitment to practice and the attitude toward seeking participation in practice. Factors
that make such diverse participation possible include the characteristics of the dance as a processional-type
of dance that enables a wide range of formations, the existence of fee-based performance sites and the col-
laborative relationship derived from the folk performing arts themselves. The fact that the corporate groups
participating in the Awa Odori allow for the participation of a diverse range of participants, regardless of
regions or levels of proficiencies, suggests that they are contributing to the development of the festival as

bearers.
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