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Establishment and Development of Women's Noh in the Modern Era:
Women'’s Noh and the Ideal of “Art”

Maki ITO (Meiji University School of Arts and Letters)

Abstract

This paper’s purpose is to provide an overview of the history of Noh performances by females and
introduce the role of the concept of art in a message from a pioneer female Noh performer, Tsumura
Kimiko. Noh performances have devised expressive techniques based on the male body. It is a “traditional”
art form that has achieved stylistic perfection on the basis of the “male art.”

In the late Meiji and Taisho eras, Noh's popularity as a “hobby” spread among women, with “female
masters” who taught their families playing an active role in the “Noh profession.” In the Taisyo era, Tumura
Kimiko (FEAMHC=7 1902-1974), who had the ambition to become a “Noh actor,” performed Hagoromo on a
stage in Keijo Prefecture (Present day Seoul Special City).

After World War II, there was momentum for women'’s liberation. Yamashina Yaji (Former name: Keiko)
(LLBEBRIK © i4 o ILBE - 1925-), Maruyama Tokie (JLILZEEVL 1911-1989), and other female Noh
performers, including Tsumura Kimiko, were granted the status of performer of the Kanze school by the
Noh-gaku Kyo-kai (1948). The number of female Noh performers has increased since then.

The establishment of the Noh performances by females was “evaluated” and “prized” from the perspective
of the concept of art by the renowned critic Sakamoto Seccho (ICE B 1879-1938). Tsumura Kimiko said
in a 1972 interview in Nohgaku Times that art is a thing of the “world” ([[ZE#TJIZ[KFIDdD ] No. 404).
This could be interpreted as meaning that artworks are free from gender differences, a concept that has

helped many female Noh performers in this century.
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