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Abstract

“Omorososhi” includes a total of 1554 pieces in 22 volumes which have been handed down from Amami
to Okinawa, collected and compiled by Ryukyu Kingdom. In the Volume 9 are put down the notes of
choreography heard and written, which are called “Mai-no-Te-Chu” by researchers. “Mai-no-te-Chu” is the
oldest ritual dance notation compiled by Ryukyu Kingdom. Old ritual dance styles can be presumed at a
certain degree based on the notation, and is positioned as primary materials in the Ryukyu dance studies.

Accordingly, this paper revealed the characteristics of “Mai-no-te-Chu” as a dance notation and the
choreography in the viewpoint of dance studies. A literary viewpoint is also introduced to research and
examine the relation between dance and lyrics. In addition, “Mai-no-te-Chu,” lyrics, translation, and the
theme of lyrics are added as “Appendix.” I expect that this paper will contribute to dance studies and the

growth of performance.
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